
Benjamin E. Mays IB World School April 4, 2021

Inquirer’s Journey

Message from Dr. Turner, Principal
Have an outstanding Spring Break and we will see you on the 12th.

STANDARDIZED TESTING
Spring brings standardized testing in the form of MCA
and ACCESS testing.

● Why do we have these tests?
● How do we use them?
● How can parents/guardians opt out of testing?

Answers to these questions and more can be found in
this guide from the Minnesota Department of Education
Parent/Guardian Guide and Refusal for Student
Participation in Statewide Testing form.

In-person and Virtual Learning School (VLS) students
will be required to test unless parents opt out.

Mays MCA Opt Out Form for 3rd-5th grade students.
HMONG, KAREN , SOMALI, SPANISH

CALENDAR
● NO SCHOOL, April 5-9, Spring Break
● Thursday, April 15, RP Parent Circle, 7:00-8:00pm
● Monday, May 3, Mays Year in Review/Art & IB

Showcase, 7:00pm Assembly

YEAR IN REVIEW/ART & IB
On Monday, May 3 we will launch our Art & IB Showcase
including a gallery of student work featured on our
website: spps.org/mays. We will also have a Year in
Review interactive ASSEMBLY. The assembly will look
back on learning highlights from this year.

The Year in Review and Art & IB Showcase is a time to
gather input from Mays families. We want to know what
is working for your child regarding Math, Reading,
Writing and Restorative Practices. These subject areas
are featured in our School Continuous Improvement
Plan (SCIP). The SCIP will be updated this spring.

We also need family feedback on our Family
Engagement Plan (FEP) and our Grade Level
Compacts. The FEP guides how Mays interacts with
families. Parents and staff working together revise the
Compacts every spring to strengthen the partnership
around academics.

We look forward to celebrating the end of the school
year together.

CONTACT
● Office: (651) 325-2400 mays@spps.org
● Attendance: (651) 325-2499

mays.attendance@spps.org
● Family Liaison, Karen Shanahan: (651) 325-2492

karen.shanahan@spps.org
● Technology Services: (651) 603-4348

familysupport@spps.org
● Benjamin E. Mays IB World School Directory (link)

https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing_ENGLISH.pdf
https://forms.gle/ZdHXBGPDPX2KUJkp6
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20HMONG.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20KAREN.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20SOMALI.pdf
https://www.spps.org/cms/lib/MN01910242/Centricity/Domain/10086/Parent%20Guardian%20Guide%20and%20Refusal%20for%20Student%20Participation%20in%20Statewide%20Testing%20SPANISH.pdf
https://www.spps.org/Page/4756


IB at Home and at Mays
Benjamin E. Mays IB World School is an International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP) school.  The
aim of all IB programmes is for students to develop and demonstrate international-mindedness. Internationally
minded students are open to others and to the world, and are aware of our deep interconnectedness.

One of the biggest ways an IB school supports students in developing international-mindedness is through THE
LEARNER PROFILE. The learner profile is a list of attributes that all IB students should strive to embody.  They are:

The development and demonstration of these attributes are foundational to students becoming internationally minded,
active and caring community members who respect themselves, others and the world around them.  It also supports
students in taking action for positive change.

At the beginning of each school year, we focus on one learner profile a week so that students gain a thorough
understanding of what this attribute looks like, sounds like and feels like.

From there, the learner profile is incorporated throughout our school.  Some of those ways include:
● In the language used throughout our school.
● In planning and implementing our IB units.
● In our monthly assemblies and awards.
● In our morning announcements.
● In the art that decorates our building.
● In feedback and comments on report cards and progress reports.

For the next few months, we will focus on how you can support some of these learner profile attributes at home.  This
month we will focus on CARING. How can you support the learner profile attribute of caring at home?

● Model caring behavior for your child. Point out to your child when you have noticed them helping others without
being asked, using kind words, thinking of others, and doing nice things for others.

● After reading a book or watching a movie, consider how the different characters felt and their individual actions.
Was someone caring? How do you know?


